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By Anh ete: ANIA a «(Belectman. 
>PERMISSI0N I8 HEREBY GIVED< 
0 2D Ne 


To Fish in BALDPATE, FOUR MILE, and STILES’ Ponds, in Boxford, subject to the following 
Rules and Regulations required by the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries in Massachusetts. 

Fishing will be allowed to inhabitants of Boxford, ONZ VY. on SATURDAY, of each week, 
from the First day of May till the First day of December of each year, until further notice, from 
Sunrise to Sunset. 


of the holder thereof, and does not 
authorize more than one member of 4 family to fish at the same time, 


This Permit shall not be transferred out of the family 


All Black Bass under one pound in weight, and all Pickerel under ten inches in length arc 
to be returned to the water alive. 


No set lines, nets, or traps of any description shall be used in taking fish from these ponds. 
All fishing is to be done ony by a naturally or artificially baited hook and hand line. 


Every holder of a Permit shall, on or before the twentieth day of 


November in each year, 
make return to the Selectmen of the number, estimated weicht, 


this Permit. 


and species of fish taken under 


Any person failing to conform to these Regulations and make the required returns, will be 
liable for such neglect and forfeit his Permit and the right to tish for one year. 
Nothing in these Regulations shall be construed as giving any right to take fish when prohibit- 


ed by law. 


SPECIES. NUMBER. WEIGHT. 
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"THE BOXFORD BLCENTENNIAL. © 


- Thetwo  ndredth anniversary of the town of 
Boxford occurred on Wednesday last, August 12. 
For about if acentury previous to its distinct 
incoxporavion, it was a part of the parent town 
of Rowley. Boxford is composed of two dis- 
tinct villages. known as the east parish and the 
west parish, und which are about five miles apart. 
But the two parishes appear to live very pleas- 
| antly together, and we are not aware that there 
are any discords between them. As this inter- 
esting anniversary came round an effort was 
made to inaugurate a celebration under the au- 
spices of the town and at the expense of the town 
|treasury. For some reason, or combination of 
reasons, this effort failed, quite as much perhaps 
from lack of interest on the part of those who 
opposed it as from any other cause. There were 
those, however, in town who were not willing 
| the occasion should pass without some kind of an 
,observance. At one time, and quite recently, it 
|looked as if the movement would fall through; | 
| but a few active spirits in the east parish, with a 
few actively co-operat ing in the west, made a} 
‘combination which finally carried through a very 
appropriate, tasteful, and becoming celebration. 
As the earliest settled part, and the earliest 
formed religious parish, the exercises were held 
in theeast partof the town. The west parish, 
howeyer, came over in large numbers in convey- 
ances of various kinds, bringing with them the 
Groveland Brass Band, which was one of their 
own contributions to the festivities, to say noth- 
ing of what they contributed that was valuable 
| in the addresses. It was atopic of common re 
mark among the east parish people that those- 
from the west parish had shown a very com- 
mendable public spirit and interest in the old | 
town by the very hearty manner in which they 
had co-operated. The spirit of brotherly frater- 
nity shown by these two sections, so far apart 
geographically, was very pleasant to witness, and 
indicated that it would be a long time before the 
General Court of Massachusetts would be troub- 
led with any application for a town division, not- 
withstanding the prevailing fashion of these 
days in that particular direction. 
FLAG RAISING. 

The first exercise in the morning was at about 
| half past nine o’clock. It consisted of the rais- 
ing of a fine American flag on a new flag staff 
which had been erected on the triangular green 
in front of the old Holyoke mansion. There 
was, from time to time, the firing of a cannon 
both preceding and after the event. When the 
fiag went up cheers were given with as much 
spirit as could be expected considering the ex- 
‘treme heat of the day, andthe Groveland Brass 
Band played the ‘“‘Star Spangled Banner.” There) 
was but one speech ¢ the spot when the flag 
took its place at the mast-head}and that was by 
Mr. GEORGE W. CHADWICK, chairman of the 
Selectmen,who resides in the west parish. Among 
other things he sald the town was rich in histor- 
ical associations and that she should not be al- 
| lowed to go into her dotage. The loyalty of the 
town is historical and is not to be measured by 
the length of a flag staff. Our boys should be 



































| rents and of those who came before. He also 
referred to those hardhanded sons of toil who 
had remained upon the farms of their fathers, 
and who, for so doing, are entitled to distinction 


and honor. 
AT THE CHURCH. 


At the close of these exerci8es a procession of 
the citizens was formed and marched to the 
church preceded by the band. Here other exer- 








cises were held which continued from ten o’elock 
until half-past one. The proceedings opened 
with a voluntary on the organ by - Mr. 
JAMES H. How#, professor of music in a uni- 
versity at the west. A large choir then united in 
singing ‘“‘ The Star Spangled Banner.” The Rev. 
Mr. ALcorr then stepped forward and intro- 
‘duced the Rev. WM. SyYMMES COGGIN — a man 
who had been identified with the town for fifty 
years and in whose name was commemorated 
that of the first minister of the parish (Rev. 
Thomas Symmes.) Mr. Coggin accordingly came 
forward and assumed the duty of chairman, 
first inviting the Rev. Mr. CRAWFORD, of the 
parent church at Topsfield, to offer prayer, 
whichhe did. £ . 














OTHER SPEAKERS, ELC. 

Dr. FRANCIS J. STEVENS, Superintenat of 
| Schools, spoke with reference to the educainal 
|interests of the town. He alluded to the ear. 
appropriations for schools, and noted the subse- 
quent progress and establishment of districts. 
He addressed the young people more particu- 
varly, telling them how much their forefathers 
thought of education, and exhorting them to’ 
keep in mind a love for their good old town. | 

Professor JAMES H. Hown, a native of Box-. 
ford, and now of Depauw University (a Metho- 
dist institution of Greencastle, Ind.), was then 
asked to sing a solo, and he gave, to organ ac- | 
companiment, a piece entitled “The Warrior 
Bold.” | 

The Rev. DAavip BREMNER was then intro- 

duced, not as a native, but one who chose a wife 
| here. Mr. Bremner said that no subject had 
been assigned to him; but, referring to the local 
allusion, said there were two persons who had 
Essex county on the brain; “one is Dr. Loring 
and the other my wife.” He made a pleasant 
passing allusion to the quietness of the town, 
| which was rarely disturbed except on the fourth 
of July, when the boys sometimes got hold of 
the bell-rope, and when our postmaster, who 
survives through all changes of administration, 
lets off his fireworks. Mr. Bremner alluded to 
the flag-raising, and spoke very pertinently of 
wae the flag signified and typified in the public 
ife. 

The Rev, WILLIAM P. ALCOTT, Mr. Kendall’s 
predecessor, spoke on the men of note connected 
with Boxford—the eminent residents and na- 
tives. We publish Mr. Alcott’s paper in full on 

| the second page. 
| Mr. StrpHEN PEABODY, of Newburyport, a 
| former teacher here as well as in the elty where 
he lives, was next called. Mr. Peabody said that 
he lived here till he was thirty-one years of age, 
and that a thousand recollections clustered 
around him. He said those who make history dc 
not very often write it. He thought the first set ' 
tlers were not very zealous in the cause of edu- | 
eation, and among many other things he spoke of | 
the town of Boxford as having been inhabited. 
very largely by a well-to-do class of farmers. 
CONCLUSION. 

After this the chairman made no further for- 
mal introduction of speakers, but Rey. Mr. KEN: 
DALL mode an explanation regarding the old | 
Holyoke house, and at some one’s request, Mr. 
DANIEL Woop, of West Boxford, the oldest cit- 
izen of the town, stood up to the view of the au- 
dience and suid he was ninety-two years and six 
months of age,and that he had great cause of grat- 
itude to God. Mr. Wood looked like a man much 
|younger. Prof. I. N. CARLETON, of Bradford, 
| was also called out and made a nice little speech. 

Mr. Carleton is principal of Home and Day 
School for Boys in Bradford, and was formerly 
principal of the Normal School for Boys in Con- 
necticut. Choir and audience then united in’ 
singing ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne,” and the Rey. Mr. 
COGGIN pronounced a benediction. 

This closed the formal exercises. On the green 
in front of the church and under the shadow of 
the trees, a basket picnic was then held, the au- 
dience lingering for some hours, partaking of re- 
freshments, listening to the musie of the band, 
and some visiting the public library, which was 
open to inspection. At the dinner-table there 
was a great abundance of good food; and thé 
open-handed hospitality for which, this town has 
always been distinguished, was very apparent 


and added much to the pleasure of the strangers 
D ye were present. Ez 


ee eee 














MK. COGGIN’S INTRODUCTION. 
Mr. CoGGIn then offered a few remarks by 
way uf lutroducing the proceedings, saying that , 


| though there had been no appropriation of money, 


yet it had been thought well to recognize the 
many memories of the town. He facetiously ob- 
served that the time when Boxford will become: 
a city seemed at present quite remote, but it will 
be well to remember that Boxford to-day has a 
populafion four times as large as at the time of 
its Incorporation. He likewise alluded to the ex- 
cellent water power of the town and also to its 
match-factory, as one of its industries, taking 
occasion to observe humorously that there was a 
good field here for the enlargement of the match 
making business, by the introduction of a kind, 
of matches that had no friction, and this subject 
he commended to the consideration of the people. 
As iJlustrating the healthfulness of the town he 
said that no doctor could live here by exclusively 
town patronage; and, in illustration of its peace- 
fuland law-abiding character, no lawyer could 
thrive by the employment to be found here. He 
said there was a literary and moral atmosphere 
pervading the town and that there were six res- 
ident clergymen (it was afterwards stated pri- 
vately that there were seven) in the town and al- 
so two or three lawyers and as masy physicians 
among the summer residents. The town had 
never been wanting in patriotism, and eight of 
its citizens laid down their lives at Bunker Hill. 
At the conclusion of Mr. Coggin’s remarks the 
band played ‘‘ Nearer my God to Thee.” 
THE NEW ENGLAND TOWN. 
The Rev. CHARLES L. HUBBARD, of West 
Boxford, was then introduced to speak on the 
subject, “The New England Town,” and he 
made a very excellent address, considering these 
democratic municipalities not as the work of 
chance, butas the result of the prudence and 
wisdom of their founders. He traced the genius 
of self-government in the stock from which we 
sprung. In une new world we reared a system 
founded upon civil as well as religious freedom. 
He contrasted our New England form of gov- 
ernment with that which prevails at the South 
and West, where the county and not the town is 
the territorial unit. Here in New England is to 
be found the nearest approach to democratic 
government to be found within the country. He 
quoted as the town maxim, “where the laws are 
edministered there are they made,” and also the 
words of John Adams, that “in the towns of 
New England is the keygof American history.” 
The soul of democracy was in the formation of a) 
civil body politic. The General Court gave to | 
outlying districts the power of regulating their | 
own affairs. He traced the evolution of the 
principle of representation, with the town meet- 
ing as an adjunct, all questions being admissible 
and every one having the right to bring them. He 
gave Mr. Perley, the historian, credit of bringing 
out valuable facts throwing light upon the his- 
tory of the town warrant, especially in the fact 
that formerly it was the duty of the constable 
to go around from house to house, notifying the 
people of the time of meeting and of the subjects 
that aretocome up. The system that has come 
down to us embodies the same {ideas that prevail- 
‘ed at the beginning. The lines of town and 
parish in the early days generally coincided. He 
| | made reference to the very pleasant relations 
that existed between West Boxford and Box- 
' ford, which, though geographically as far apart 
as two towns, neyertheless are cemented by 
memories which they would not relinquish. He 
spoke of the schools and of the attention always 
given to that article in the warrant which re-| 
lates to that subject. The town Is a general edu- | 
eator in the principles of self-government, and 
he considered the further possibilities of towns | 
in the future in absorbing the new and danger-| 
ous tendencies which are brought in by elements 
which have not been educated in the school 
which founded our present system. In laying! 
down the democratic principles on which our 
system is built, the founders of the town of Rox- 
ford did their part: 
THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS. 
SIDNEY PERLEY, Esq., author of the “ His- | 
tory of Boxford,” was then called upon to say |’ 
something about the history of the town during, 
the period from the first settlement to its imcor-'| 
poration. Mr. Perley said he believed it was in 





_ January, 1876, that he first went.» Mr. Ancill 
} Dorman, the town clerk, to look over the records 
‘in search of ‘solid facts” for the tewn history. 


In that first period of 50 years of which he was! 
_tospeak, Boxford was a dense wilderness. He 


then proceeded to speak of Indian trails, partic-— 
ularly of one extending from Hayerhill to Salem, | i 
through Georgetown, Boxford, Topsfield, ete. 
He spoke of the signing of the old deed by the’ 
Indians, in which ‘‘rum enough” was one of 
the essential considerations of the transfer. He | 
| passed in review some of the early settlers of the | 
first half century, and gave some reflections upon 
their character, qualities and religious devotion. 
He spoke of the business of the place, the clear- 
ing of the forest undoubtedly being the first 
work. He spoke of the name giyen to the town, 
there being two Boxfords in England, about as 
year apart as the two parishes of this town. From 
jone of these the Rowley minister came, and} 
there is every reason to believe that the town 
‘was named in honor of bis English dwelling 
jplace, Mr. Perley also reviewed the military 
historv of Boxford, in relation to the French 
{and Indian, and later wars. In the war of 1812 
|twenty met were drafted, but he doubted if they 
went farther than Salem ia the service, Boxford 
being a Federal place and not much in sympathy 
| with the political ideas that they supposed to be 
at the bottom of that conflict — this last observa- 
tion not being in the speaker’s words. There is a 
house in West Boxford from which no less than 
‘nine men went forth to the late war. ‘The fol- 
lowing are the early settlers who were assed in 
,Teview by Mr. Perley, and the places where they 
| are known or supposed to have settled :— 
EARLY SETTLERS. 

Abraham Redington, 1645, settled at the Dan- 
ie] S. Gillis place, (now “ hotel Redington.”) 

Robert Andrews, 1656, settled below W. I. 
Smith’s, almost to the Topsfield iine on the Tops- 
field road. 

John Cummings, 1658, settled near Israel Her- 
rick’s. 

Robert Stiles, 1659, settled at what is now Dea- 
con John K. Cole’s. 

Robert Ames, 1660, (the first settler in the 
West Parish) near the residence of the late Capt. 
Enoch Wood. 

{ Joseph Bixby, 1661, settled at what is now Is- 
‘rael Herrick’s on the Georgetown road. 

William Foster, 1661, settled at the Dean An- 
drews place, near Solomon W. Howe’s. He kept 
the first hotel in the town. ' 

Robert Smith, 1661, who lived at the Nathaniel 
Smith place onthe Topsfield road, where now 
nothing buta cellar remains. He was the an- 
cestor of Joseph Smith ‘* tbe Mormon prophet.” Y 

Zaccheus Curtis, 1662, who resided in the woods 
about half a mile west of the residence of the late 
Francis Curtis. 

Capt. John Peabody, 1663, settled at the resi- 
dence of the late Deacon Julius A. Palmer, on 
the Lawrence road. ~ 
. Samuel Symonds, 1663, who resided at the spot 
now known as“the Symonds cellar” in the 
seuth part of the town, near George W. Twitch- 
ell’s. 


THE BOXFORD CHURCHES. 

The Rev. R. R. KENDALL followed Mr. Perley 
| with a history of the First Church, finding it 
necessary, for lack of time, to abridge considera- 
bly the paper which he had prepared. In the 
course of what he said he called attention to the 
fact that the petition for township rights was 
|in church and parish interests. He also alluded 
to the fact that the church at Topsfield was or- 
‘ganized in 1663, and that the first minister, Rev. 
Mr. Gilbert, accepted his call only on the condi- 
tion that Boxford would aid in his support. At 
the organization of the Boxford church eleven 
men took letters from the Topsfield church, ten 
women being the next to follow, and afterwards 
others. The special fact he endeayored to im- 
press was, that zeal for the house of God was 
the origin of the town of Boxford. 

Rey. CALVIN E. PARK, of West Boxford, then 
read a concise history of the church in that part 
of the town, saying that Dec. 9, 1786, was kept 
as aday of fasting and prayer as preliminary 
to the formation of the church, which had no 
set creed at the beginning. He gave a succinct 
acount of the various ministers of the church. 
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